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Il The meaning of Association |l

A Rain-drop from the sky,

If it is caught by clean hands, is pure enough
for drinking. It it falls in the gutter its value drops
so much that it can’t be used even for washing
your feet If it falls on a hot surface, it will evapo-
rate If it falls on a lotus-leaf it shines like a pearl
and finally if it falls on an ‘oyster’ it becomes a
pearl...

The drop is the same but its existence and
worth depends on whom it is associated with.

Always associate. with people who are good
at heart. you will experience your own ‘inner
transformation.’

—Swami Vivekanand
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‘Don’t spend and waste your lives accumulat-
ing objects that will only turn to dust and ashes.
Pursue not so much the material as the ideal, for
ideals alone invest life with meaning and are of en-
during worth.

Add ‘love’ to a house and you have a ‘home’.
Add ‘righteousness’ to a city and you have a ‘com-
munity’. Add ‘truth’ to a pile of red brick and you
have a ‘school’. Add ‘religion’ to the humblest of
edifices and you have a ‘sanctuary’. Add ‘justice’ to
the far-flung round of human endeavour and you
have ‘civilization’.

Put them all together and you have a future lit
with the radiant colours of hopes.’

—Alexander Schindler
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