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* DEVOTION

At Maa’s Shri Charan, | bring
This flower of devotion.
With all my failings, all my weaknesses
An all my goodness all my humility;
And all my compassion for humanity.
Maa Prabhu brings us to these
beautiful natural scenes.
My soul merges with this Beauty!
The pull, the lure is'so strong
that | have to force myself
To follow the schedule. To pen this down.
| wonder, If | could stay here all day!
“Yes", cries my soul
“Perlraps”, cries my mind.
“May be”, cries my body.
The body is at peace. The mind is at peace.
| and Nature are ONE
These moments of Unity
Become longer and longer.
I bring this flower of Peace, Love
at your feet Maa.
Please accept it with all my Devotion.
— Adarsh Gopal
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HOW | GO TO BE ON THIS SHIBIR

Yogesh Lad, Canada.

I will start by telling you how | was very
fortunate to be able to come to this very
special shibir. My original plan was to work
during this summer, and if the opportunity
was there, take a few computer courses. |
wanted to attend this Shibir, but | thought it
might be better if | work and try earn some
money for education etc. | didnt go to
summer school because | had taken all of the
courses for that term. So | looked towards on
finding a job, perhaps even thinking along the
lines of setting my career off. As time went by,
| sent resumes, but | didn’t recieve any phone
calls.

As days past, | decided to make some
banners for this Shibir. | would look at the
video and try to think of new or different ways
on how | could make things even more
attractive than they were last year. So as the
days passed, I'd sent resumes, go shopping
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for materials and come back and work until
the late nights creating a banner, sign or
picture.

Soon it was mid June and the situation
was the same as before. However this time, |
started craving to attend this shibir. | took a
long look at myself and decided | really need
to change things in my life.

In Pujya Maa’s heart, | will always be her
child, but now at the age of 23, | look at what
is happening in the present and thinking alot
about my future. Pujya Maa says that each of
us have a seed inside. Each seed needs
sunshine, water in order for it grow. My
sunshine and water has always been Pujya
Maa Sarveshwari. Since the age of 13, | have
grown alot, and | have blossomed in many
ways I'd never imagine possible. Right now, |
feel as though I've stopped growing. That
energy that always lived within me was not
there anymore.

So after some thought and encourage-
ment from my parents and even more from
Prabhudas uncle, who tried to book my ticket
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the day the shibir was announced, | finally
decided to attend. And if | attended, it would
be for the entire 28 days. | wanted to have
the full experience. So the ticket was booked

and everything was set. | was excited and at
the same time nervous.

A week before the shibirr | had the
opportunity to recieve darshan from Pujya
Maa in New Jersey. The satsung went well,
but after leaving, | had this feeling inside me
and something wasn’t sitting right. When |
usually see Pujya Maa, | am overwhelmed, my
confidence in all aspects of life rise beyond
expectations. This time something was not
right, it felt things were coming to a close,
and that there would be alot of changes. And
the opportunity to see Pujya Maa is
decreasing with each and every year.

Pujya Maa showed us a video of a shibir
she had in late May of this year, just a month
before this shibir. The pictures of that shibir
are here to view, you have to take a look at
them. About 125 youth attended, some
starting from the age of 3. Watching that
video, you realize how much of importance
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Pujya Maa is to them. How much work that
stil remains in India. The way Pujya Maa
plays with the children, teasing them with
candy, embracing them as if they were all her
own children, you don’t see that anywhere
else. You saw the other day on how much
work and effort Puiya Maa put into the
Medical camp they had. And if you look at the
date, you should notice that is roughly one
year after her accident. Did you know notice
how fast she was working? walking? how her
mind was focused on getting the current task
done. A pure saint in the midst of people
serving water. Even After inserting screws into
both ankles, and recieving that “GIFT” of pain
she describes, she has never been so full of
enery, so focused on getting things done.

This Shibir might be one of the last in
North America. | was so lucky to attend
Ambaji Shibir, Florida Yatraa, Edmonton
Yatraa, Alaska Yatraa and numeroius special
days where | got to spend an entire day with
Maa, at Niagra falls, or camp.

However, so much of Pujya Maa’s time
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goes into planning the Shibir that not only
interrupt her prayers, but also its very
demanding health wise. So in thinking that, |
decided | have to go now regardless of what
is happening in Toronto. And now if you think
about it, when will a devotee have the
opportunity to stay with their Guru in such
close quarters for 28 days in the summer
away from civilization!!!

We all should be fortunate for each hour
Pujya Maa gives us, and on a typical day she
is with us 5 to 7 hours. Not to mention her
surprises, walks and drop ins.!!!

So now the shibir has started and I'm truly
happy to be here and just be a participant.
I'm feeling better and happier each and every
day not trying to think of the sad day when
this shibir will end.
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