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Personal Obgervations of the

Youth Shibir

Shipra Amin

Many of the youth had given Maa
donations for the earthquake relief efforts in
India. Maa took note of all those that donated
and prepared a gift of thanks. She had
Anilohai print personalised ‘thank-you’ notes
with the quote *your small but very precious
gift will be used for the education of little
children in India. Continue to do these types
of good deeds throughout your life.” Each
note was inserted into the book with God by
Your Side... You Never Have to Be Alone.
Maa signed and labeled each book and
distributed them to the children. She also
shared stories of many of the victims,
especially young children and how the funds
would be used: schooling, housing, etc. Maa
never takes money from anyone but maybe
God has heard the prayers of many innocent
and helpless persons. Maa took the donation
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from the children because it was for the
earthquake relief efforts and it was a small
amount. She stated that by allowing the
children to contribute to this noble cause will
teach them to give in the future.

This morning Maa opened a gift from
Priya. It was a beautiful sweater that Priya had
brought from London. Later in the afternoon
Maa gave Priya the cost of the sweater
Initially Priya refused to take the money, but
Maa explained that She doesn’t take anything
for free. Paying for what She has is Her
Niyam.

When my father went to India this past
January, he took a suitcase of clothes which
were to be donated to the less fortunate. He
dropped the suitcase off at Satyapath and left
the distribution of the clothes to Maa. The first
day of the shibir Maa told me how and where
She had used the clothes. | had long since
forgotten about the suitcase but Maa, being
very particular, didn’t forget to account for the
donation.

Maa is known to rise very early in the
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morning and start Her daily niyams. On the
second day of the shibir Maa spoke to
Radhika and Krupa (two of the younger
participants). Maa asked them if they were
enjoying the shibir, they replied that they were
having fun but the only problem was that they
had to take a cold shower in the morning.
Since there were a limited number of showers
to share among” the participants, the older
ones would get up early (4 or 4:30 am) and
shower and then wake up the younger
children. What we didn't realise was that all
the hot water would be gone and the younger
kids would have to shower in cold water.

There was an extra washroom in Maa’s
lodge, so She told me to bring 4 or 5 of the
young girls there to shower. From then on,
Maa never once turned on Her lights before
6:00 am. (She was awake but didn’t start
getting ready until later), by this time all the
girls had taken their shower and were getting
ready for the prabhat feri at 6:30 a.m. | found
this surprising, as we started pranams at 7
am. When asked why She was showering so
late, Maa replied that She didn’t want to take
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any of the hot water from the young girls that
were using the other washroom.

On his first day at the shibir, one of the
boys came to do pranam to Maa. She noticed
that he had an earing on and immediately
asked him to take it out. Maa explained that
traditionally only girls wear earings. Lately it
has become fashionable for boys to wear
them as well, but it does not suit them. Also,
one of the purposes of the shibir IS to
promote simplicity, not only in ones diet and
lifestyle but also in ones appearance.

Maa, like all mothers always thinks of the
small details. One of the many issues we
didn’t consider was the that of safety, and
theft in regards to Maa-Prabhu’s lodge. At the
shibir Maa’'s place was detached from the
Main Hall. During the evening satsang, Maa
would always send one of the older bhais to
Her place. This served a dual purpose; first,
since we couldn’t lock the lodge we needed
to make sure that someone was there at all
times, and second, Vimlaben would not be left
alone in the building. There were times during
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the day that She would send someone to
check on Her place. On Sunday halfway
through the show Maa asked me to make a
round of Swargarohan and make sure things
were okay. She stated that Her passport and
other important papers were in Her bag and
should not be left unattended.

We had planned to do Prabhat Feri
outside on the grounds, but on the second
day it was cloudy and cold. So Maa changed
the plans and had us do Prabhat Feri inside.
This didn’t apply just for that day but for the
whole week. Maa said that it was too cold
and dark at 6:30 am to be Outside and that
the children would fall sick if they had to go
out in such conditions.

In the camp where the shibir was held,
there were no lights outside the buildings, We
Were occupying 3 seperate buildings and at
night we had to use flashlights to get from the
cafeteria to the main hall or to go to Maa's
place. We had brought Tike Torches
(Machals) with us so we could illuminate the
path between the buildings. When the boys
approached Maa about lighting the torches
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they showed Her how the torches worked
and explained that they also repelled
mosquitoes. Maa responded by asking how
they repelled the mosquitoes, “‘did it kill the
mosquitoes? did it cause the bugs to become
unconscious?” and stated “what did they
ever do to deserve such suffering?” Maa said
that if the mosquitoes were repelled by the
smell of the flame then it's okay to use the
torches, but we should make sure that no
harm should come to the mosquitoes.

On the Saturday before the shibir started |
had a chance to speak with Maa via
telephone. We spoke about the shibir and
She asked me some details regarding the
daily program. Maa asked me who was going
to be there to take care of the younger
children. At first this question caught me off
guard. We had assumed that most of the
older youth would take care of the younger
ones. Luckily we did have several adults with
us. All the participants were young at heart
but carried a sense of authority. With
everybody’s co-operation we were able to
tackle many unexpected situations.

(To be Continued)
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