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Meeting with Maa Sarveshwari

m
Usha Desai

The last shibir | attended. Maa asked me
to talk about her accident and her lab work.
This time she asked me to pick my topic.
Sharing one’s experience with other devotees
of Maa is something we can give back to
Maa. Maa never asks anything of us, she is
always giving, never taking anything in return.
So this time | decided to talk about myself
and my experiences with Maa.

| will give a brief history of when | first met
Maa in 1981. My cousin Nivedita and her
friends were going to meet Maa at KAPURA.
She told me that Sarojmasi was now
Sarveshwari Maa. She said when we go to
meet Maa at satsang | had to do Shastang
pranam. | grew up in south Africa and the

"USA. So | did not know what Shastang

pranam but | was too proud to ask. | thought
| would just watch Niruben and her friends
and do it, if it felt right, When we went to
Sardhamasi’'s house | watched Niruben and
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her friends fo the shastang pranam by
actually laying straight out on the floor. And |
thowght “Oh God! what do | do now?” when
| saw Maa, all | could see was my Sarojmasi
not some Maa.

Maa must have known how uncomfortable
| felt because she came over to me and gave
me such a big hwg that she lifted me right of
the ground Compare to Maa | am five feet
and six inches tall and | weighed at least 125
Ibs at that time, but she lifted me right off the
ground. Then with her arms around me she
led me to a swing and sat down with me and
started swinging. Maa looked at me and said
“ola sl WDl Al wWAd, o [k Aoy @dl A oy
539.” With that one statement Maa put me at
ease, she knew how uncomfortable | was
feeling. Knowing Maa as | do now realize that
she always is very considerate of how the
others feel and she will go out of her way to
make you comfortable.

My second incidence with Maa was a few
days later when Maa saw that | was carring a
white nylon bag that she really liked. she
asked me where | got the bag from. Nivuben
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said Maa we got it in surat. We will buy one -
for you when we go to surat in a couple of
days. However by the afternoon Nivuben
could not wait till we went to Surat, so she
took my bag and gave it to Maa. Maa
exchanged the bag and sent her old bag with
Nivuben and she told me to keep the purse
because it is a prasadi and still have it today.
| leant valuable lesson that day that Maa
never takes anything without paying for it.

Over the next few years | saw Maa about
three or four times a year when she visited
the U.S.A. Eventhough Maa plays such an
important role in the life of my family also.

Sometimes in 1997 | had a dream about
Maa. In my dream Maa was floating above
me all | could see was Maa from the waist up.
| was laying down. There was a bright light

‘like a halo surrounding Maa and she was

smiling at me and asked, GGl Hid U HAc
w42 ? In my dream | told, “Maa give me a
chance and a reason to come and see you.”

A couple of days later | was visiting my
mom’s house and for some reason Maa’'s
name came up in the conversation. This is
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not uncommon because my mom’s family are
all very big devotees of Maa. My mom looked
at me and said you have missed many
golden opportunities to see and know Maa.
Do you know that there are so many people
who will never get a chance to see or hear a
saint speak in their lifetime? you are missing
so much. | looked at mom and said, Maa is
going to come to America, she has to come
for me and | told my mom about my dream.

When | prayed to God before he was just
God but without realizing it. | was now saying
my prayers to Maa. My family has played a
big role in my sons’lives as well. From my
relatives they learned ‘cua<l’ and doing JAP
and MALA When they took them to school in
the morning with their children and my son
Vikas is also doing pranam and | am proud to
say that | learned first MALA and prannam
from my son. | give credit to Maa because |
know that she brought all these people in my
life to bring me closer to her.

In May 1999 Maa was at L.A | thought if |
could be in the same house surely | will feel
some of her Vibration and energy while | was
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looking at the pictures of Maa's accident |
was amaged that anyone had survived the
accident. The car was a tatal wreck. The only
one peroon was hurt in the car is even hard
to believe.

When | went upstairs | did my pranam |
went and sat in the back of the room. Maa
was speaking with each person in the room
when she came to me she wrote in her slate
“Gu” 4 s ovlar a8 «dl?” | wondered the
same thing. Maa then asked about My work
and two sons. | was really impressed with her
memory and | realige that Maa never farget a
face or name. It is permanenty recorded in
her brain. Maa must have known that | fett a
little uneasy because she took time to make
me feel at ease. This is another one qualities
that | noticed about Maa, she always goes
out of her way to make you feel worthy
enough of her_time.

Her relative asked Maa how her feet felt
after her water massage yesterday? Maa
replied that it felt better but it still hurts without
consciously thinking about it. | blurted out
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“Maa do you want me to massage your
feet?” Maa looked at me and laughed and
wrote you know how to massage feet? | was
shocked that | had courage lo talk to Maa.
she looked at me and said not today, come
tomorrow afternoon. | was so excited. | could
not believe Maa actually said yes.

(To be Continued.)
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