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A lifetime memorable experience

Ujval Patel

Om Maa Prabu.

During the first Week of January 2007, |
was able to participate in an eye camp at
Swargarohan. It was one of the many
rewarding experiences | have encountered
with Maa. | heard from multiple devotees that
the eye camp is the hardest camp to part-
take in and would require the most energy.
The reason for this is because you're always
on your feet, and the duration is for 3 days
and 2 nights. On the first day, over a 1,000
plus underprivileged locals and small
neighboring townspeople as far as 25
kilometers, came for examination. During the
advertising of the eye camp, the people were
told to come early because only the first 120
eye cataract cases would be taken for
operation.

A majority of the patients were already
waiting outside at 6 am. The patients had to
follow a certain procedure: As they entered
the gates of Swargarohan, they were signed
in for document purposes. After that, they
were escorted to get their eyes examined.

3% ARYLH

Nurses from Rotary Eye Institute would tell
the patients to cover either their right or left
eye and read a board with 3, 4, 5, or 6 dots
from distances of 3, 5, and 10 feet. The
reasoning why they had dots instead of
letters like the United States is because a
majority of the patients are Iilliterate.

The examination that the nurses
conducted allowed them to determine which
eye, if not both, was impaired. The next stop
for the patients was to the doctor, where they
determined if they needed surgery or just
prescription glasses. If the patients needed
glasses, they were sent to that line; and
then, given glasses along with Maa’s prasad.
If the patients needed to have surgery, they
had to stand in a separate line where the
nurses performed a special pre—operation
procedure. After that, the patients were
assigned a roorn at “Shakti Bhavaan” where
they would rest that night. The next morning
the patients were transported 3 at a time to
the hospital. After they came back volunteers
would escort them to their rooms by holding
their hand or hip. During this cycle of taking
patients to and from the hospital, many
volunteers were singing bhajans to pray each
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operation went successful. The first day of
operation the doctors were able to
successfully complete approximately 70 to 80
surgeries. The doctors successfully finished
the rest of the patients the following day.
During the night, | was able to experience
one of the most cherishable memory. Many
voiunteers got the privilege of working night
duty. The volunteer’s job description was
regulated by Maa which consisted of staying
awake all night, getting water for the patients,
helping the patients go to the bathroom,
adjusting the patients eye patch, or
comforting the patients by giving them
medicine. One of the main advices that Maa,
had given to the volunteers was to treat the
patients as if they were your mother or
father. The message she was trying to get
across, couldn't have been any clearer.
Around 1 am Maa came over to check up on
us and called every volunteer to the dining
hall to give us chocolate milk, prasad, and,
most importantly, energy.

As the night continued, | was able to stir
up conversations with fellow volunteers about
experiences with Maa and their vision on
faith. 1 noticed many girls were getting tired

3¢€ ARYLH

on the first floor so my partner, Rajeevbhai
and | decided to alert them by saying, “Maa
is here!” It was fun to see them jump up off
their seat and open their eyes. | had asked
them, “Do you all remember what Maa had
said to us?” | followed by, “If your Mom or
Dad was in that room behind you, do you
think you'd be sleeping right now?” Everyone
responded with, “No.” Many of the volunteers
had also realized for the first time in their
lives, that for one night, in the blistering cold,
they were experiencing the life these
underprivileged citizens live on a daily basis.
On the last day of the eye camp, the
patients were given additional prasad, given
an invitation to visit Swargarohan and the
opportunity to speak on their experience on
the eye camp. Some of the speeches that
were given by the patients were just heart
melting because you can feel how thankful
they were to have gotten a new vision on
life. | encourage anyone to participate in any
camp at Swargarohan because it will be a
life—changing and lifelong experience.
Jai Krupalu Maa.
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