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Donation camps and Dasharatha

yatra-2007

Meeta, Ottawa

Jai Krupalu Maa.

Thank you so much Maa for gracing us with Your
presence here today. When | heard that You would not
be coming to North Americathis year, | felt sad that |
would not have Your darshan and | wondered just
how | would survive a whole year without Your
darshan. | know that Your every action has a higher
purpose and athough | had no expectation, | did have
asmal hope in my heart that You would come, so with
afull heart | thank You for answering my prayer and
for being with us here today.

It is with the grace of Pujya Maa that 69 of Her
children had the blessed opportunity to participate in
the Dashratachal Yatra in December 2007. Bhaktas
from India, Panama, USA and Canada were all
brought together for this wonderful occasion.

Pujya Maa had organized a two day donation
camp for those in surrounding communities who are
less fortunate. This consisted of donations of food,
blankets, cooking utensils, towels aswell as sweaters,
hats and school bags for the children. Along with dl of
this of course came Maa's blessings and prasad.

1< ALY

Although Pujya Maa had organized everything, She put
us in the forefront making us fed as if we contributing,
but it was all only possible with the grace of Pujya
Maa. This camp was truly an eye opening experience.
Although we see poverty on TV, nothing compares to
what one sees with own eyes. Being able to donate in
some small way has a huge inpact on the lives of those
less fortunate. | say this not to bring any credit to any
of us present, only to show Pujya Maa's compassion
and Her willingness to help everyone. Despite their
absence of materia wedlth, they al shared such a very
simple contentment; something that we can al learn
from. This experience has truly forced me to reflect
upon my own life and to redlly think about al of the
material goods we have. The sheer excess and
avallability of materid wedth has resulted in the loss of
its value. If only we could al have the contentment of
those gentle souls.

The Dashratachal yatra started on December 26
from Swargarohan. Pujya Maa had spent a great deal
of time and effort in making all of the preparations for
us. Before we left, Pujya Maa had given each of an
identity card, a badge, a hat, a sash that was to be
worn while climbing Dashratachal, as well as a
backpack full of prasad. Our first leg consisted of a 24
hour train ride to Haridwar which truly was an amazing
experience. Everyone spent a great deal of time in
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satsang and sharing our stories and experences of Maa
Prabhu. We also spent time in prathna, spiritua
readings and personal writings. We al had so much fun
al together and it was a nice way to get to know
bhaktas from everywhere. Even though Pujya Maa
was not physicaly with us, She truly was with us every
step of the way. Every few hours we would receive a
cal from Pujya Maa asking how we all were. For
those of us from abroad, this truly was a memorable
way to experience India. Upon arrival to Haridwar,
Snehalbhai, Hembhai and Deepakbhai welcomed each
of us with beautiful haars which were a specia gift
from Maa.

We spent one day in Haridwar where we visited a
few mandirs and participated in the Ganga aarti. Just
being on the banks of the Ganga was a beautiful
experience. To participate in the aarti al together was
also quite spectacular. It was as if Maa was right there
with us

Our next stop was DevPrayag, which is at the
base of Dashratachal. The scenery in the Himalayas
was breathtaking, a sight that words truly cannot
describe. We had the privilege of visiting the sacred
Shantashram, where Prabhuji spent much time in
sadhana. It was a very serene atmosphere and one
could easily appreciate why Prabhuji chose such a
beautiful, blessed place.

R0 ANRYLH

The next day, was the highlight of our yatra,
climbing Dashratachal. We commenced early in the
morning at 4:30 am. It was not an easy climb and Maa
had given very specific instructions that this was
everyone's individual journey. Each of us had our own
obstacles, but with the grace of Pujya Maa Prabhu,
we were able to complete the climb. It is hard to
imagine just how Prahbuji lived here all those years
ago and how much he had to endure for his ultimate
goal of self—redization. It is also hard for the human
mind to comprehend just how much Maa had to
endure for each of us to be there, how much of our
pains, how much of our sufferings She had to take on.
Thank you my most beloved Maa Prabhu for the
blessed opportunity. Words truly cannot express the
gratitude or devotion that | felt after completion of the
climb. The greatest gift upon reaching the top was to
have our thirst quenched from a smdll treckle of water
where Prabhuji used to drink water when He lived
there so many years ago. It was as if He Himsdlf was
there to welcome us and to quench the thirst of His
children.

On our return, we visited Rushikesh where we
visited Devikibai’'s Dharamshala. Again, this was
another glimpse into the life of Prabhuji. It almost
didn’'t seem real that we were standing in the place
where Prabhuji once stood.
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We had the blessed opportunity to participate in a
Ganga pujan when we arrived back in Haridwar, on
the bank of the Ganga at Arya Nivas, where Pujya
Maa stays. Snehabha and Rgjubhal explained to usin
great detail the spiritua significance of Ganga maa and
the importance Her pujan so that we could truly
benefit from performing Her pujan. It truly was very
very specia to me and something that | will treasure
aways. The highlight of the pujan for me was as
follows Snehdbha asked usto give dl of our offerings
to Ganga Maa in the form of fruit, flower and haar.
Just as we were offering the very last thing to Ganga
Maa, Pujya Maa phoned and said that Maa is calling
to let you know that everything that you have offered,
Maa has received and accepted. It truly showed the
oneness of Pujya Maa and Ganga Maa and made
goparent a small glimpse of their greatness. It was such
a beautiful way to end the yatra.

Upon arrival back to Ambaji, Pujya Maa had a
band to recieve us with the small boys of Ambgji. On
arrival to Swargarohan, Pujya Maa was so excited to
see us all return you could see that Her eyes were
dancing. She treated us al as VIPs and had fireworks,
rangoli and all of Swargarohan decorated. All of the
bhaktas, along with Pujya Maa, were there waiting to
receive us. It was so spectacular!!! It was also quite a
humbling experience that Maa was doing al of this for

RR ALY

us. Maa gave al us a specia gift and tied a rakhi on
each and every one of us, which was so specid to me.
| felt it was a specia blessng from Maa, to each of us,
to take all we have received from this yatra for our
own spiritua journeys.

Words truly cannot express the gratitude and
happiness that | feel in my heart after completing this
blessed yatra. Thank you Prabhuji, thank you Maa and
thank you to al those who made this yatra possible.
My most beloved Maa, | pray that you keep me
forever near to You and that | shall dways Stay a Thy
lotus fest.

Your little child,
— Meeta
a )
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