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Parth

I’m returning to the world, and | don’t want to go
back. From my view right now dtting in the plane, the
world beneath me looks serene, tranquil, and quiet;
just as it did on the ground through the windows of
Maa's cottage. it's nothing like the everyday chaos of
our lives, bustling with work, school, and other petty
activities. There is something about Mother Nature that
attracts Maa. | am embarrassed to admit that, to learn
such a huge aspect about Maa's personality, took me
fifteen years and a first—time experience with Maa
living with only a hand—few people, surrounded by
nothing but Nature. It's a longstanding selfish thought
of mine that Maa is here only for us: to help us, to
save us, and to protect us; to advise us, to guide us,
and to teach us. But thisis only Maa's gift to us, and
truly, it is only her “part-time job.” This trip’s biggest
lesson was all about learning how to give back to
Maa to learn more about Maa's own goals, Maa's
perspective and about Maa's “fulltime job.”

Maa's perspective of Nature is beautiful. She
writes, “The sun always rises and sets each and every
single day on a punctual schedule. No one has to
remind it when to come out or when to go down. It is
also forever consistent from the Eastern sky to the
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West. It's never late. It blesses every place on Earth
with its rays of light as to be fair in sharing its love.”
Or another observation as she looked at the geese in
Buckhorn Lake: “These geese trust God with their
lives. None are concerned about having a bank
account for their life-savings. None have a credit card,
an email address, or cell phone. They have no titled
property to claim ownership, nor do they pay rent or
taxes for the places they stay. ...Yet God takes these
cregtures in His hands and looks after them even when
the fox comes to hunt.”

Just as Maa often interprets many facets and
phenomena of nature, | sat outside the cottage one
afternoon looking over the lake; pretending to see the
world around me as Maa does. What if | could ask a
guestion, and get an answer through Nature, like Maa
does? My question was, “What brings me to maa?’ |
have come to a point in my life where | come running
to Maa if she so much as whispers my name. | must
thank my parents for providing me the means to these
opportunities with nothing but encouragement. Instead
of finding an answer, however, my one question had
turned into more questions, gill no answers.

» “Out of every one she could have picked, why

did she cal meto go stay with her?’
* “What did | do that she chose to carry me in
Her hands?”’
* “What should | do to guarantee that | keep

4o ARYLH,

seeing Maa the same way in the future?’

* “What is Maa trying to teach me, and where is

she teking me?’

These questions remained on my mind and it
wasn't until a couple of days later that my readings,
Mad's diary and date, and atak with Hiteshbha came
together to provide a new but vague consideration.
Right outside the doors of our cottage was a vast
system of lakes and rivers. Some of us are like the
standstill drops of water of the lake, not going
anywhere, maybe too preoccupied by our daily lives to
realize that the true destiny of any moving water isto
eventually become one with the Ocean. Others are
drops of water in Slow streaming river, guided by the
good deeds of thelr past lives karma, in a sat yet dow
motion towards a reunification. And yet some drops of
water are like Niagara Falls, whose rushing waters
carry so much force and speed that there is little else
to concern themselves with other than reaching God as
fast as possble.

So towards the end of my trip, | did get a few
answers; but not all. That's what keeps me coming
back. Maybe we are lucky to be picked because of
our past karmas and our slow steady progress
towards God. While at a ditting in the cottage
downstairs, Maa answered another one of my
questions through her date: “Prabhu brings us together
for yet another meeting. Some people-in their entire
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lives-will only see Maa for 5 minutes. Some will only
be touched by Maa just once, and never again. Some
people will only get Darshan once in their lives. But for
some reason, Prabhu has brought us together again;
Maa honestly didn’t want to leave India this time to
come to Canada.”

Everytime | visit Maa, | fed asif | learn an entire
dimension to her persondlity that was otherwise totally
undiscovered. So by getting to know her better, | also
get more and more lost in her character. Her main
mission isn’t to help us through our petty personal
problems, but to direct us in a faster path towards
God than what we are capable of accomplishing adone.
Her full time job is becoming—and being—the Ocean,
but Maa works overtime and takes us in Her own
hands. We are her geese and as God, She takes extra
time out to look after us, protect us, and therefore
even takes care of our smaler concerns—never asking
for anything in return. She has given me everything
from the gift of music to carrying me through all my
schooling. Any and every problem or question I’'ve
ever asked, Maa has given an answer. Thistime, in the
midst of al the nature and surrounding beauty, through
Her uninterrupted Sadhna, Maa was able to swim
fredly in Her ocean, accomplishing things for Herself
for once, and not for Her bhaktas.

As the flight lands, | know I’ [l soon be returning
back to the bustling lifestyle that will discourse me

) ARYLH,

from my spiritual path, but | hope that Maa continues
to bid us farewell in the same words she has been
using recently: “You kids like Maa. Maa likes you too.
When Maa cdls, come running to Me.” ...And we will.
Because with each visit, Maa dways picks me up and
gives me an idea of what it feels like to run with the
rushing waters of Niagara Falls. And | hope one of
these days, years, or lifetimes, | will join the same
ocean through Her everheping hands.

Jai Krupalu Maa.
Parth
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