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Hindu faithfuls Visit

Kevin Garcia

[A report in newspaper “Brownsville Herald”
about Navratri shibir in presence of Maa
Sarweshwatri. —Editor]

Hindu faithful descend on
Brownsville to see Mother God

Hindus around the world are celebrating
the Mother Goddess with 10 days of ritual,
fasting and ceremony, but many came to
Brownsville to see a part of the Mother
Goddess on Earth.

Spiritual guide known as Maa Sarveshwari,
63, has been in the city for the past week and
will remain through Tuesday. During that time
she has been visited by more than 230 people
from around the world.

Faithful from as far away as Panama,
Canada and Great Britain and from all walks
of life have come to Brownsville to be in her
presence.

“Everybody will say they have some kind of
peace achieved in front of Maa.” said 39-
year—old Pankaj Patel, the Brownsville hotelier
who welcomed Maa into his home. “That is
the main reason people come.”

Her followers call her Maa, a term of
endearment like “mother,” and they travel
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great distances to meet her as she travels
India and the world. This is her third visit to
Brownsuville.

“She goes where she is asked, even though
for her traveling is not easy,” Patel said.

While she has not spoken since taking a
vow of silence in 1995, Maa writes messages
to her followers on an erasable board.
Through a transtator she described Browns-
ville as a wonderful place to visit, even turning
the city’'s name into a pun: She called it the
city of “Bright Will.”

“The city may become bright with lots of
will,” she wrote. “That would make the popula-
tion of the city happy and allow them to take a
more integral part in the brotherhood of the
nation. this is a town that has people with a
solid willpower.”

Maa Sarveshwari was born in the small
village of Kapura in western India and became
an educator, even serving as a school princi-
pal until 1979 when her guru, Shri Yogeshwaji,
suffcred heart attack.

She devoted the rest of her life to his
teachings, and following his passing in 1984,
she earned recognition as his spiritual heir. It
was at that time she began her fast. Followers
say she only eats a few small fruits and drinks
a few glasses of water once every three days.

€0 MY

“What we see her doing today is a strict
form of prayer to, in her opinion, reach God.”
48-year—old J.R. Bhakta said. “the people
here would like to follow her, but we can not
do what she does.”

Patel grew up with stories of Maa’s spirifual
accomplishments from his father and spent
eight months as a pilgrim following her travels.

“These stories inspired me,” he said. “I
could see what my father was telling me was
true.”

Many believe they have been healed in her
presence, with her strength of will and power
of faith helping them overcome the effects of
seizures or encouraging them to give up
smoking.

“It's out of affection that people refer to her
as Mother God,” Bhakta said. “It is as with
Catholics who are awarded sainthood.”

Many people might balk at the idea of
meeting hundreds of new people each day,
constantly moving from town to town and
serving as the spiritual guide for thousands,
but Maa takes it all in stride. She attributes
her good health and attitude to her faith in
God.

“I disregard stress, and any unfavorable
situations, | just laugh away,” she wrote. “In
my opinion, everyone | see is God in some

form.”
—
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