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News paper report on Shobha Yatra

Laura B. Martinez
Brownsville Herald

September 25, 2006,

About 200 members of the Hindu commu-
nity braved the hot and humid temperatures
Saturday morning as they participated in a 1}
mile procession that took them from U.S.
Expressway 77/83 to the home of Pankaj
Patel on FM 802.

Dressed in Hindu costumes, some of the
women carried colorful ceramic pots on their
heads. They sang, and some even carried
photographs of Maa Sarveshwari, who
commonly goes by Maa, during the
procession.

Sarveshwari is described as a living legend
among her peers. She is known for her love
and devotion.

Her status to the Hindu community is the
same as Pope Benedict XVI's to Catholics.

The Hindu people carry photographs of her
and follow her teachings as well.

Those participating in the procession came

ye ARYLH

from Panama, Canada, New Jersey and
California and even as far away as London.

The procession is something of a custom
when a Hindu moves his temple from one
home to another, which Patel has done.

His move just happened to tie in with a
seminar, said J.R. Bhakta, of Ozona, who
participated in the procession.

Patel's home is the site of 10—day seminar
that some 500 members of the Hindu faith will
attend as they listen to the silent teachings of
Sarveshwari.

Sarveshwari does not speak during the
seminars. What she shows people is self
discipline and ways to control one’s opinion
said Irma Garcia of Brownsville, another
participant.

“She’s the Holy Mother of Hindu,” Garcia
said. “What she preaches is prayer no matter
what faith you are.... These are her followers.
These are people who believe in different
forms and different names” of Hindu gods.

“She gives you guidance in your faith,”

Bhakta said.
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