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Satkarmas at Swargarohan

Rohit—-Canada
Ja Krupadu Maa
My name is Rohit.I live in Canada and am an
active member of the Toronto Youth Yogeshwar Dhyan
Kendra. In the late fall of 2008, Pujya Maa was able
to grant one of our wishes and arranged for my wife
Bhavna and my daughter, Dharma, to come to India
and perform Satkarma (donation and offerings) to less
fortunate people. Ever since our daughter was born, it
has always been the wish of Bhavnaand | to make a
donation to less fortunate people as a way to say
thank you to god for blessing us with a child. In 2008,
Pujya Maa answered our prayers and arranged for us
to come to India and perform this Satkarma in person.
The following is a description of the various offerings
we were given the opportunity to perform with the
blessngs of Pujyya Maa.
Satkarma at School
One of our wishes was to have Dharma, with her
own hands make an offering to other children. On
November 28, 2008, Bhavna, Dharma and |, along
with my cousin Deepakbhai and Kalpnaben provided
a towel, big steel bowl, biscuits, bundi, chocolates,
and ghantia to 230 children from 3 different schools.
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This was very specia for us because we not only got
to put a smile on the children’s faces but also we got
to see a world that we don’'t see everyday. More
importantly, it allows us to understand the value of we
have and often take for granted. Pujya Maa was very
strict when she arranged for children to receive the
Satkarma. Only those children of a certain age group
who were registered at the school and were attending
classes received Satkarma. Clearly, the word got out
that we were coming and there were many more
families with little children in attendance that were
expecting something but the children were not
registered at the school. Hemalbhai, Rajivbhai and
others had a complete list of all the kids registered at
the school and only they recelved Satkarma. Pujya
Maa wanted to Impress upon the kids that there is a
benefit to going to school and that al kids should go to
school. It was apparent that this message was received
loud and clear.

Satkarma at Swargarohan

On November 29, 2008, early in the morning,
Pujya Maa arranged for 108 adults from the villages to
recelve Satkarma from us and others. This Satkarma
was sponsored by my parents, Prabhudas and
Rukmaniben aong with a number of other families as
well. During this Satkarma, the 108 recipients received
a 20kg bag of grains, 5kg bag of moong, a large thali,
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alarge blanket, a smadl chaso, atowe, bundi, ghantia
and 50 rupees. Other families also participated and
gave biscuits, chocolates, a steel glass, a steel bowl,
mohanthal/ladoo, chips and chanato all the recipients.
| was very impressed with the organization and
process that Pujya Maa established. Earlier in the
month, Pujya Maa and the devotees at Swargarohan
went into the villages and with the help of local
leaders, gave cards to 108 needy villagers. On the
cards was the instruction to come to Swargarohan on
November 29 at 10AM to receive donations. | asked
how Pujya Maa decided who to give the cards to. |
was told that only the most desperate people should
receive this special donation. The 108 recipients
arrived all during the morning and waited outside the
gate a Swargarohan. | understand that it is
approximately 20-25 kms from the village area to
Swargarohan which represents a 4-5 hour journey
(walking) for these villagers. At approximately 10AM,
they were al led inside and sat in 4 lines (of
approximately 25 people), under a shaded areas in
front of the main prayer hall. The first row of 25 were
all sitting at attention as we said the mantra ghan and
started to hand out the items. As instructed by Pujya
Maa, we were to place the items in front of the
recipient and then do pranam to the recipient every
time an offering was made “Jai Krupalu Maa” was
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said everytime an item was placed in front of the
recipients. All during the offering, the devotees were
gtting on the side singing dhoons and bhgans. As soon
as the find items were placed in front of the recipients,
the devotees would assist each one to carry al of the
times to the front gate where the recipients could
choose to use the 50 rupees for a ride back to their
homes in the village. This entire process was repeated
4 times for each line of villagers under the shaded
areas. Once all the villagers received their offerings,
Pujya Maa called all the people working on the new
building in Swargarohan and the kitchen helpers out to
also receive the same offering as everyone else. Once
al the donations were completed, Pujya Maa held a
satsang on the stage area outside the main prayer hall.
RguUncle, Hemaliben, and others and | spoke during
the satsang about the unnavitran that just occurred and
about the events at Swargarohan over the past few
weeks. Thiswas truly a very specia experience that |
will never forget.

Morning Satkarma
On the morning of November 30 and December 1,
we once again got the opportunity to do another
Satkarma. Starting at 5.00AM, we were asked to
stand outside the front gates at Swargarohan and offer
prashad to the men, ladies and children that would
walk by with large bundles of cut wood on their
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heads. We understand that, in the village, there are
many villagers whose only source of income isto cut
the trees and bushes in the village and used the
proceeds from sdlling the wood as their only source of
income. On the days that they are not able to sall the
wood, they would go home empty handed and pray
for a better day tomorrow. As these villagers
completed approximately 2—3 hours of walking, they
would pass by Swargarohan. When they passed us by,
we would stop them, give them a package of biscuits
and 10 rupees as prashad. We could see by the
elation on their faces that they were very happy and
surprised. Approximately 55 villagers received prashad
on November 30 while a few less on December 1 as
it was raining that day. Pujya Maa only started to do
this Satkarma on the day that we arrived and we
understand that she will try to do this everyday
throughout the yesar.

Village Satkarma

| wanted to separate this Satkarma from the others
as it particularly impacted me. On November 29, after
the unnavitran for the 108 villagers, we were told that
there were 2 villagers that could not come to
Swargarohan because they were blind. As a result,
Pujya Maa wanted us to go to the village to personaly
do the Satkarma at their home. Accordingly, myself,
Deepakbhai, Hemalbhai, Rajivbhai, Tejasbhai and
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others went to the village to do the Satkarma. When
we arrive, we could not get the Toyots Qualis up to
the house of these villagers so we had to carry al the
material up the hill to greet the villagers. Once at the
home, | could see the two elder ladies sitting outside
of their small one room house. With them was a
neighbour that looks after them during the day.
Hemalbhai was explaining everything to the ladies as
we were giving them al the items of the Satkarma. In
addition to al the items, at the request of Pujya Maa,
we aso gave some additional household items like a
water bucket, shawls, cooking items, etc. The ladies
were very appreciative. Hemalbhai asked if | wanted
to see how these ladies lived. | had a chance to go
into the small one room shelter that these ladies called
home. Inside was two palungs, no blankets, no place
to cook or put anything, the room was very dark with
no windows and everything was a mess. These ladies
had amost nothing. | was particularly moved and felt
sad to see that our fellow human beings are living like
this and | now had a much better appreciation of the
items included in the Satkarma and how it would help
these people. Approximately 100 feet away from
where these ladies lived was a new water tower that
was installed by the Government approximately 10
years earlier. When asked, we were told that the
tower was built but was never filled with water, The
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ladies would get their daily water from a ground well
far from their house in a lotas that were filied by the
neighbour.

As we were leaving, one of the ladies said that she
was very happy that we came but she was just looking
forward to the next stage in her life, she was just
waliting to pass on. Hemalbhai quickly encourage her
to keep the faith, stay strong and use the items we
have given to have some happiness and to enjoy what
god has given you. | was very much moved by what |
saw and felt sad insde for these two ladies.

| wanted to take this opportunity to say to Pujya
Maa thank you for so many things but most
importantly, allowing Bhavna, Dharma and | do these
various forms of Satkarma for those less fortunate than
us. Thank you for opening our eyes to worlds that we
don't seein our daily life and thank you for showing us
how fortunate we are. Thank you for providing some
hope to these villagers and giving them some comfort
intheir dally lives. Sometimes, when you have nothing,
hope is a very powerful feeling. | think that the
Satkarma that we did for all these villagers and
children over these 4 days provided some much
needed hope for a better life. However, | have to say
that having seen first hand what some of the struggles
are for these villagers, the Satkarma that we have
given will provide hope and happiness for a few days
and maybe even a few weeks. Tomorrow is a new
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day and we will go back to our jobs, school homes
and life will be back to normal. But for these villagers
and these children, life will aso be back to normal and
they will have to continue to struggle to survive. The
Satkarma that we did does not change that. But for a
few hours, days and perhaps a week or two, we did
provide hope and happiness and all of this was only
possible by the grace of Pujya Maa and Shree
Prabhuji. Thank you for opening our eyes and our
hearts.

Jai Krupalu Maa.

Ohm Yogeshwari Namah

Ohm Maa Sarveshwaria Namah.
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