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Lesson that Pujya Maa
Taught me

—Ketan JagNirmal

(This article of shree Ketan Jagnirmal is,
Though written before five years it has value at
all times, Becouse its contents are above time. |
do not recollect. When it was given to me by
Pujya Maa. Anyway | traced it before some time
& found it to be of spiritual value. So | include in
this issue of Dec. 12) —Editor

Jai Krupalu Maa, Wendesday 13 Jan 07,

As | write this letter to you, Pujya Maa, my
head is swimming with Many different thoughts
and memories from you were just a few weeks
ago. It's only been 3 days since you have left
Pujya Maa but it feels like a lot longer than that.

The time that | was able to spend with you
were in Toronto was a great priviledge for me
and | learned much from your lectures that you
were editing with Dad and Anil Bhai and from
your comments and diary.

| learned about friendship. How in our lives it
is good to have friends, however friends can
come and go but if we make Pujya Maa and
Prabhuj our friends they will be our friends for
life. I have opened my heart in friendship to
Pujya Maa and Prabhuji and Pujya Maa has
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done the same for me. | feel like my whole world
has changed for the better as a result of this. |
have faith that with Pujya Maa and Prabhuji as
my friends my best interests are being looked
after even if | do not perceive it to be because |
am limited in my perspective and therefore only
see a small piece whereas Pujya Maa you see
the whole. | have reached a point where | am
learning to leave my worries and problems with
Pujya Maa and Prabhuji and accept that what-
ever happens will happen for a reason. | have
faith that Pujya Maa and Prabhuji is looking after
me.

| recall from one of Pujya Maa’s lectures how
early in your life Pujya Maa you made Prabhuiji
your friend and had complete faith and trust in
Pujya Maa you were deciding one day whether
or not to go visit your parents in another town
however it being already late in the week Pujya
Maa you didn’'t know whether or not to go be-
cause of upcoming commitments at the school
you were Principal of. Pujya Maa you decided
that you would let Prabhuji make the decision for
you. Therefore Pujya Maa you had 2 chits. one
that said “yes” and one that said “no” and asked
Prabhuji if you should go to see your parents
and then drew a chit. It was Prabhuji’s decision
was that Pujya Maa you were to visit your par-
ents. That story taught me an important lesson
about faith because not only must one have



AR : 012 ¥9

complete faith and trust but one must also not
wish for a particular outcome, rather one must
go in with a blank slate and ask the question of
Pujay Maa or Prahbuji. If one’s faith is true then
whatever the answer is, that person will conduct
themselves accordingly, knowing and having the
faith, that this is what they are supposed to be
doing. | can see from an outside perspective
how it could be difficult for some people to have
complete faith and effectively surrender them-
selves. Pujya Maa you asked me a very good
guestion “if someone asks Pujay Maa and
Prabhuiji if they should jump off a bridge and the
answer is “yes” would they have enough faith to
jump, would | have enough faith to jump?” |
couldn’t answer that question and it's still a
tough question to answere however | hope that
the point of the question is to teach us to keep
the faith and trust but always increase faith and
trust to a point where you don’'t question
anything....and then still move further. Never be-
lieve that you've reached the maximum limit of
faith because there is still yet more beyond that.
Definitely a highlight for me with Pujay Maa
was the day (saturday 02—Jun—07) that | asked
Pujay Maa to come into the canoe with myself
and Umesh Bhai to paddle Pujay Maa around
the lake. | asked Pujay Maa “what does Hemel
Bhai say? ‘No tension!” and then shortly there-
after Pujay Maa climbed into the canoe. | never
thought that Pujay Maa you would actually do it
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but of course to my surprise, and to the surprise
of all the other people there, Pujay Maa did.
What an experience that was for me and of
course it was fun! | felt honored that Pujay Maa
would trust me enough to climb into the canoe. |
was not nervous while out in the canoe with
Pujay Maa however afterwards when | thought
about it | began to realize that this could be risky
for Pujay Maa. What if the canoe tips, what if |
cannot control the canoe properly? But at the
time | was confident. Although that experience
was great for me, what | will remember the most
is listening to Dad read from your diary of the
experience and what it meant for Pujay Maa.
Pujay Maa you described it as me inviting Pujay
Maa into the boat of my life, welcoming and in-
viting Pujay Maa into my life. And throughout the
whole time Pujay Maa you were in the canoe
being taken around in the lake Pujay Maa you
were praying to Prabhuji to “look after Ketan
and Umesh Bhai and take care of their worries
for them and bless them as they have become
closer to Pujay Maa and Pujay Maa has be-
come closer to them.” | didn't realize any of this
until Dad had read your diary. Prior to the diary
being read it was just a fun and exciting experi-
ence for me. After | hearing the diary being read
it was still fun and exciting however it meant
more that to me. It became more of a spiritual

experience for me and more valuable than any-
thing. [
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Any Thing possible Though
faith and Grace of God

—Krupa Bhakta
A College Student
College Application Essay Question :

Indicate a person who has had a significant
influence on you and describe that influence.

Sarveshwari Maa, is a living saint who was
born in Guijarat, India. As a messenger of God,
Hindus look to her as a sort of Guru. Like a
mother, she loves everyone no matter the
choices he has made and tries to help him find
his way back to God. Though I may not have
known His purpose at the time, God had sent
this Holy woman to guide me toward the correct
path of my life.

During the end of my fifth grade year, | was
one English exam away from being liberated
from school for summer break. | have struggled
in English class all my life; therefore, the English
exam caused an unbelievable amount of stress.
Knowing my history with English, | studied more
than | had ever studied for any test or exam. |
walked into the testing room with confidence. To
my dismay, | felt as though | did not know a
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single answer to any of the questions. How
could this be happening? Time seemed to be
my enemy when | had only completed half of the
exam and the proctor notified us that there were
a measly ten minutes remaining. | began to fran-
tically write random answers. | was forced to
leave many blank. | guessed at the multiple
choice. | handed my exam to the proctou, went
outside, and proceeded to sob. | had convinced
myself that | had failed. | continued to cry the en-
tire day as if the world had come to an end. My
grandmother advised that | pray to God and put
all my faith in Him. Due to the fact that my
grandmother had previously met Sarveshwari
Maa and knew that her guidance would encour-
age me, suggested that | speak with this holy
woman. Considering | had nothing else | could
do to better the situation, | humbly obeyed my
grandmother and spoke to Sarveshwari Maa.
She told me my exam was in God’s hands now
and the only thing | could do was to pray to God
wholeheartedly. | subsequently prayed through
innocent tears. Three weeks following my exam,
| received my report card from school. Terrified
to open the envelope, | finally found out | had re-
ceived a B. | felt relieved and hurriedly called
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Sarveshwari Maa to thank her over the phone.
She told me that as long as | pray, God will lis-
ten. | succeeded because of my love and faith in
God.

To express my gratitude, my mom and | vis-
ited Sarveshwari Maa in Los Angeles, Califor-
nia. This visit impacted my life and changed my
lifestyle. During the mere four days | was there, |
learned a plethora of lessons. Sarveshwari Maa
taught me that in order to live a good life, | must
learn to understand, cooperate, and forgive. She
revealed how to love, be content, and not envy
my neighbor. Sarveshwari Maa preached that
weeds have to be plucked from the ground be-
fore they choke the plants that are growing. |
had to pluck out all the weeds in my life before
they become firmly established and suffocate
those beautiful plants which are growing within
me. | immediately tried to rid myself of all the
thorns in my life such as hate, jealousy, and self-
ishness, which had prevented me from growing.
| learned to not speak ill of others. and to ex-
clude anger, greed, and bitter words from my
mind. She taught me that by “indulging in rude
words, one’'s nature becomes rude.”
Sarveshwari Maa resides in my conscience and
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teaches me to be respectful, patient and honest
not only with others, but also with myself.

I know that though it may not seem like it
sometimes, God, to whom | offer my uncondi-
tional love, always listens to my prayers.
Sarveshwari Maa expressed that life is like a
river, whose purpose is to meet the ocean; and
despite obstacles such as stones and branches,
the water keeps flowing. In other words, there
may be unbalance and obstacles in life, but
stopping will do no good. Instead, | must find a
solution, adjust, and go on with life. Sarveshwari
Maa is my guide, my friend, but most of all she
is my Mother who taught me that anything is
possible through faith and grace of God.

|
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