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Van Parva—2007

Niti Bhatt U.S.A.

There is nothing more exhilatering a good
piece of literary talent than coming home where
you feel the warmth of motherly love and care.
This is a desire on a physical level. On a spiri-
tual level, each and every soul desires to find its
home where it rests in peace and joy. The vicin-
ity of our revered mother MAA provides the di-
vine abode for our soul. We, her children, have
experience the homely warmth and selfless love
that transcends materialsitic pleasures, in her
holy presence.

Just like the previous two years, | got a
chance to see MAA during Navarati this year.
The Shibir was held in a camping area in the
township of New Hope, in Southeaten part of
Pennsylvania. The Shibir was rightly named by
MAA as Van Parva due to its location. The en-
trance was nicely decorated with Indian flag,
flowers, and “Aum Maa” tags. The trees were
decorated with Indian flags as if saying ‘Wel-
come to Heaven'. It was Saturday Oct 13" and |
arrived at the Shibir at about 5:30 pm. The

1Y ANYLH

glimpse of MAA drains aways all the fatigue and
stress accumulated due to traveling and other
routine activities. The evening Satsang was
picking up momentum as the vibrant youth kept
singing dhuns and playing tabla with harnonium
backed up by the cheerful applaud of MAA and
the devotee audience.

| learned that the devotees had done an ar-
duous job that making the road towards the
near by lake walkable and were tired. So MAA
in her usual jovial mood asked if everybody was
ready to continue the dhun for the whole night.
When everyone nodded their head showing their
readiness, MAA replied that she was just testing
their patience and asked everyone to take their
evening Prasad after singing dhuns for an hour.
Such is the vastness of our mother’s heart.
Even at the end of a tiring day, MAA was giving
her personal time to the devotess who had
come from far off places to see her. The love of
MAA attracts people from off places Without any
discrimination based on region, color, etc. This
was evident from the fact that an American
Lady, who was named as Swati by MAA, had
coincidently visited that place and stayed there
for the entire course of the Shibir feeling a
strong connection with the Holy Mother.
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Let me take the opportunity to describe the
physical setup of this Van Parva. The Satsang
hall was quite splendidly decorated with flowers,
‘Aum Maa’ tags, lamps and above all the picture
of Prabhu, MAA and mother Goddess Ambika,
who is the deity of worship especially during
Navaratri. Different inspirational quotes written
by spiritual celebrities on the walls adorned the
hall. The soft divine music running in the back-
ground added to the charm of the place. A part
of the hall was devoted to the display of spiritual
literature by Prabhuji. Thanks to the untiring ef-
forts of the devoted Bhaktas, and the meticulous
planning and support of MAA that this place be-
came a heavenly abode. There was a small
Kutiya(hut), similar to what we have in
Swargaohan, builit of wood and placed a little
away from the Satsang hall next to the food
cabin. It was a quite place and best for perform-
ing prayers and medition. Running 5-10 min-
utes down the camping area was a small still
lake adding to the beauty of the place.

The dawn of the next day started with the
morning prayer walk followed by prayers and
Pranams. We all know that MAA likes to do
things differently every time and music is no ex-
ception to the manifestation of change. The

1€ ANYLH

highly enticing music created a vivacious atmo-
sphere in the hall engaging all the devotees in
offering their devotion to the Lord. MAA rightly
said that such Shibirs pave. a way towards re-
vealing the hidden potential in all of us. Hon-
estly, 1 do not even offer 100 Pranams to the
Lord everyday but in the Shibir, | crossed the
figure of 200. MAA stresses and encourages
everyone to take Niyams and adhere to them
during the Shibir (which also applies to our ev-
eryday lives). The 2-3 hours after lunch were
devoted to performing personal devotional
activity(Sadhana).

During the moring session, MAA asked shri
Jagubhai to speak about the incident that hap-
pened in Haridwar, India during the last week of
December 2006. Being an eye witness to the
heart moving episode, he as if brought the
event to life revealing how our Holy Mother
saved the life of Divyesh, a devotee child, who
plunged into the ferocious waters of the holy
river Gangas. Divyesh had a dream of crossing
the fierce and chiling river from the opposite
end to the Arya Nivas where MAA usually stays
during her visit to Haridwar. Despite of having
immense mental strength, he could not finish the
adventurous pursuit and his body started to
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freeze in the strong currents of the cold waters.
Shri Jagubhai described how he and 2-3 other
devotees, witnessing this event with MAA, had
prayed to her to save Divyesh’s life and how
MAA saved his life. He also described with
strong emotional fervor, how during the course
of this constant prayers, had he obtained the di-
vine vision to see MAA in the from of Goddess
Bhagwati. The description was deeply moving
bringing tears to the eyes of many present and
strengthening our faith in the divine power of our
Holy Mother. At that moment, | was Praying to
MAA silently that O Mother, just like Divyesh, we
are getting drowned into the miseries of the
world every moment. Kindly bestow your bless-
ings and save us at each every passing mo-
ment! The whole incident that was described
was captured in a video, which was also dis-
played for about 15 minutes. | also got an op-
portunity to watch a rare video where in MAA
was climbing down (I shoud say running down)
the foot long steps of a temple in Maharashtra,
India along with a couple of devotess. The key
event in that video was an astounding an-
nouncement by a stranger, a Maharashtrian lady,
who came near MAA and declared that MAA
was none other than the Goddess residing in
the temple upstairs!! (To continue) —
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Maa and Maa alone, a sole
protector in life.

Bindiya Bhakta

Jai Krupalu Maa. Thank you Pujya Maa for
being with me at all times during the process of
my wedding. | felt so blessed to have your sup-
port and throughout every second of my journey
towards my wedding. It is so hard for me to ex-
plain to others how | know without a doubt that
you were watching over me and making sure |
was okay throughout each step of my wedding.

A week before my wedding Vinod Uncle
called my parents. It was at this time it finally hit
me that | was actually going to leave my parents’
home in a few days. This worried me and | be-
gan asking myself many questions. | began to
worry: Who will watchover them? Who will take
care of them? Who will wake up in the middle of
the night to make sure they are okay and that
customer or no stranger is bothering them? Will
they be safe? Will they call me if they need me?
Will they be sad that they are alone? | began
crying to Swatiben because | was sad for them.
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Just as these questions crossed my mind,
P.Maa, you had Vinod Uncle call and ask my
parents if they were free to come to Pennsylva-
nia (which is where you were-Van Vishram).
When | found out that you had invited them, | be-
gan to cry but they were tears of joy because |
felt as if you were letting me know that P.Maa is
the one who will take care of mom and dad.
P.Maa is the one who will watch over them and
make sure they are safe. My worries soon be-
gan to fade as | realized my parents have God,
they will be fine without me living with them.
They will forever be protected and supported
and loved by P.Maa. | could not ask for anything
more than God’s love, support, and protection
for my parents.

P.Maa. thank you for allowing them to come
to Van Vishram. | could not be more happier to
know that they will be surrounded by you and
your holy powers. Thank you for worrying about
me and my parents and thank you for reminding
me that | do not need to worry about anything
when | know we have you.

| always wanted to receive your blessing for
Janak and my wedding. | prayed many times to
receive your blessings, and for you to shower us

RY ANYLH

with love and protection so that our marriage
would be so strong and for us to be blessed
enough that we would always live happily to-
gether. The night before my wedding, | received
a basket of flowers and a wedding card from
you. Oh how | began to cry at the site of these
beautiful gifts from you. | could not belive that
you took time out of your busy schedule to let
me know that you had blessed us. | will cherish
that moment all of my life. I know nothing will
ever go wrong in my life because we have your
blessings. Thank you so much for that P.Maa.
My wedding was held at shree Ramkabir
Mandir in Carson. During my wedding cer-
emony, we had our mandap set up so that
P.Maa’s swarup was straight across from us.
During the whole ceremony, | was able to have
P.Maa’s darshan at any given time. | was at
such peace during my wedding that | could
never imaagine possible. Usually a bridge and
her parents are always running around stressed
out hoping nothing bad happens during the
wedding....however since | had your blessings
my parents nor | were one bit stressed. We
were so peaceful that it was hard to explain. It
felt that this wedding was meant to be and hap-
pen in such a peaceful and blessing filled way.
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P.Maa | know that because of your blessing my
wedding went so smoothly. Thank you.

Maa you were a part of Janak and my wed-
ding ceremony at many times. | truly cherish
each and every blessing and prashadi you give
me and | wanted to share with you some spe-
cific time you were apart of my wedding.

A long time ago when | was a little girl you
gave me a quarter as a the LAX airport. My dad
saved this prashadi and recently gave it to me
to keep. | used this money you had given me as
the laxmi | took with me when | walked down the
aisle because | wanted that laxmi you had given
me to be with me as | get married.

When | came to Swargarohan this last De-
cember, P.Maa you had given me a
Rakshamam Shall. | made sure that this
Rakshamam Shall was used to cover Janak and
my hands during the Hasta Melap portion of my
wedding because | wanted P.Maa and Prabhu
to protect Janak and | at all times in our mar-
riage. Thank you for this opportunity to receive
your blessings as well,

When | came to Canada to Van Vishram,
P.Maa you had sent a sesame candy cracker
downstairs for me when | was working on the

RE ANYLH

Chinmay article with Arpitaben. | saved a piece
of the prasad you sent and took it to my wed-
ding. During the wedding ceremony the Brah-
man asked my parents to bring the
methai(sweets) out so Janak and | can share
our first meal together as husband and wife,
however, ironically my parents forget it. We had
no sweets in the mandap with as husbad and
wife, however, ironically my parents forgot it.
We had no sweets in the mandap with us. My
dad suddenly remember that he prashad P.Maa
had given me in his pocket How amazing was it
that prashad P.Maa had given me in canada
ended up being Janak and my first meal to-
gether as a married couple. | feel that this also
happened because of P.Maa’s blessings and
desires. Thank you Maa for allowing our first
meal to be your prashadi!

Pujya Maa and Prabhu, may you always be
the bright light shining happiness in our lives,
may you always be with us no matter where we
are, may you always protect us and support us,
may you always bless us and may you always
keep us at your lotus feet.

S
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