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Blessings in Pujya Ma’s
Presence
—Ameya Bhai

“Ajay and | are leaving for Maberly to help
with the preparations. Pujya Ma is expected to
arrive on the 25" of june.” Meeta didi gave me a
pleasant surprise and my mind revisited the
wonderful experience | had in Pujya Ma’s pres-
ence last year. What a privillege it is for us to be
able to be in Ma’s presence. Through her ex-
ample—of humility, devotion and through her
heightened state of awareness she touches my
soul. | feel inspired every time | get a chance to
express my devotion to my Guru, in her pres-
ence. Needless to mention, | was looking for-
ward to being in her presence again. With
God’s grace such an opportunity came soon,
when | was allowed to come to Maberly to have
Ma’s darshan.

This years’ experience with Pujya Ma was
even more special because of the wonderful
young devotees (mostly teens with some young
adults) that were visiting from all over North
America. | remember thinking how lucky these
kids are that their Karma has draws them to
spend their holidays and vacations in Pujya
Ma'’s presence. Upon seeing their cheerful faces
and how they were enjoying themselves—I re-
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membered how Daya Ma and the other earlier
disciples of my Guru—Parmahansa Yogananda
were almost of the same age as these kids,
when they came to Him. And in his fatherly love
for them, he would take them outdoors to play,
sometimes for picnics or on to beaches. What a
training to learn to enjoy life in its true sense—by
making it independent of the outward expres-
sions of joy, success and other materialistic
standards. Guruji once prayed to God “Divine
Mother, teach me to live with delight. May | enjoy
my earthly duties and the countless beauties of
creation. Help me to train my senses to observe
and appreciate Thy wondrous world of Nature.
Let me savour with Thy zest all innocent plea-
sures.” And my eyes seemed to behold this very
sight of enjoyment, wherein the innocent plea-
sures were enjoyed with the divine zest of much
harmony, respect and—so much fun for the kids!
The kids performed a wonderful skit based
on Prabhuiji’s life, followed by a patriotic song
and dance, as a token of their respect for Pujya
Ma. | am sure that the devotion behind these ef-
forts was well received by God, Pujya Ma and
Prabhuji! | was asked to share stories on faith,
devotion and righteousness from the life of
Guruji and Daya Ma, and | enjoyed sharing
many stories of Guruji and the times with him as
reminisced by some of his direct disciples. It
was a joy to see how interested the youth were
in these stories and in the deep spiritual truths
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taught by Guruji, through those stories. Pujya Ma
asked if the kids enjoyed the stories and if they
would like to have another such discussion
(vartalap) where they can ask any questions that
they might have about the spiritual life and their
experiences in general. | was thus blessed with
another opportunity the next day to be in Ma’s
presence and the youth handed me a list of
questions that they had come up with for our
discussion. | was touched to see the depth of
the questions posted by the seeming teens. |
thought : these friends might be young in bod-
les; but there is no doubt that they are all very
old souls! And if they put themselves sincerely to
the guidance that they receive from Pujya Ma,
there’s no doubt that each one of them will in
their own right be a wonderful devotee of God |
prayed to Guruji for guidance and various things
that | had read/heard from his teachings started
coming to mind. | bowed down before Prabhuji’s
picture and asked Him to offer his guidance
through what | was to say. It was a blessed
evening and Ma’s presence made it ever so
special.

Someone asked me how | was able to feel a
connection, and have so much devotion towards
Guruji and Daya Ma without even having met
them, so | brought with me a DVD recording of
Daya Ma'’s talk at one of the recent SRF convo-
cations. | thought it would be nice if | could share
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this video with the youth so that they get a sense
of who Daya Ma is and how after knowing her,
its almost impossible to not want to draw closer
to her. Later that night Pujya Ma asked to play
the video, and out of her love and respect for
Daya Ma, Pujya Ma joined us to watch the video
herself. It was such a wonderful experience.
Through her humility and joyous sense of
humour, Daya Ma touched many hearts that
night. A few kids came to me later and ex-
pressed how much they enjoyed seeing the
video recording. Perhaps that helped them un-
derstand how easy it was for me to feel Daya
Ma as my own! She has always had such a
special place in my heart, through her example
of love for God, service to others and above all
her loyalty and steadfastness in following Guruiji.
She is the one who shows me what it means to
be a perfect disciple. And the strongest desire
in my heart has been to be more like her, to fol-
low her example and love God more, ever more!
Pujya Ma should contemplate upon and strive to
put into practice all that she expressed to us
through the video.

We all returned to our homes so content, still
pondering on the immensity of the blessings that
were poured unto us that night! | was to return to
Toronto on Monday and my heart wanted to go
visit Maberly again. Perhaps, there would be an-
other chance to offer my respects to Pujya Ma? |
thus stopped in Marberly on my way, and met
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with Kshipra ben upon reaching and asked her
if there would be a possibility of having Ma’s
darshan at all. Meanwhile, | was enjoying the
natural beauty of the outdoors at ‘Nandbhuvan’.
Its hard for one to not appreciate all that Nandu
Uncle has done in beautifying Ma’s residence in
Marberly. In every sense, it feels like a sacred
ashram. | had been there last year and in just a
few months | saw so many added amenities. It
was humbling to see the devotion behind these
outward acts! How lucky Nandu Uncle is to be
able to be the channel through whose generosity
and service, Pujya Ma can reach so many!
While the ladies were perfoming Garba out-
doors, Kshipra ben caught me by joyous sur-
prise when she told me that Ma has asked for
me. This was my first experince of being in
pujya Ma’'s presence by myself. As | sat down
waiting for her to arrive in the room, | closed my
eyes and prayed, to be able to in the fullest
measure, grasp, that what was about to happen!
The blessings of being in Pujya Ma’s presence
are multiplied several times, if we are more con-
sciously aware and receptive of that sacred vi-
bration. Shortly thereafter Pujya Ma arrived and
blessed me and my efforts to want to live a life
for God! In her motherly love, she asked if things
were okay with my family and listening to Pujya
Ma was such a treat! In her divine humility she
asked if she could visit me in the ashrams in
California after | join and | was thrilled with the



AR : 2012 e

prospects of being able to see Pujya Ma while
there. How could a child feel otherwise, thinking
of a visitation from his mother! | was blessed
with some delicious prasad—candies and Pujya
Ma reminded me to continue to strive, to be-
come sweetly divine (madhur) like Bhagawan
Krishna, just as madhur as the candies! After
saying a few more words of blessing, Pujya Ma
inspired me and asked that | follow Daya Ma’s
example and live a long life just as her, to serve
God and my Guru for as long as possible!
Before leaving, Pujya Ma asked me a ques-
tion : “What is it that makes you like, being in
Pujya Ma’s presence?” and with that she gave
me something so deep to ponder on, that to this
day | find myself contemplating on it. Although
hard to express in words, | found myself answer-
ing, “It is because Pujya Ma inspires deep in
me, a more sincere desire for God! Through the
divine in Her, she makes me feel that much
closer to my own Guru—that much closer to Daya
Ma! Its almost as if | am just as much in Their
presence, in Their love!” This seemed to have
touched Ma and she closed her eyes—going
within. And upon opening them, she said...“And
in Their love, may you find complete emancipa-
tion (Mukti) and complete oneness (Poornata)
with the Divine Beloved!” | didn’t have words to
express that what | was feeling. The little devo-

€0 ANEYLcYH

tee in me wanted to capture that memory, as an
event of momentous inspiration and | asked
Kshipra ben if it would be possible to take a
picture with Pujya Ma. | was floating in bliss and
it was hard to keep it from showing even in the
picture. What a wonderful way in which God
blessed this little devotee of His. | thanked
Kshipra ben for being such a sweet messenger
of Ma, and for all that she does in serving Pujya
Ma. And on this happy note, | left for Toronto, ex-
pressing much gratitude to God, to my Guruji, to
Daya Ma and to Pujya Sarveshwari Ma!

The joy that | felt, the blessings that came
unto me while in Pujya Ma’s presence still re-
main etched in my consciousness and | feel one
step closer to Guruji and to my beloved Daya
Mal!

Thank you God! Thank you Pujya Mal!

| was made for Thee alone

| was made for Thee alone. | was made for
dropping flowers of devotion gently at Thy feet
on the altar of the morning. My hands were
made to serve Thee willingly; to remain folded in
adoration, waiting for Thy coming; and when
Thou comest, to bathe Thy feet with my tears.
My heart was made to respond to Thy call
alone. My soul was made to be the channel
through which, Thy love might flow uninterrupt-
edly into all thirsty souls! <>
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