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My experiences with
my Gurudev

—Ameya Bhai
Day 1

July 6, 2012—Ameyabhai transcribed speech
Anilkaka and Shipraben introduce

Ameyabhai from Self-Realization Fellowship.
Jai Krupalu MAA! I'm sure you can't hear it,
but my heart is literally pounding. I'm not nearly
half as good as these humble devotees de-
scribed, | am although although trying slowly to
work on every little flaw in me and it's been a
tremendous blessing to have been in Pujya
MAA's presence. I'm sure all of us here know
what it means to be in her presence. If it hadn’t
been for my sister, MeetaDidi, then | would not
have had the privilege of being with all of you to-
day. Before we start tonight | just wanted to
thank you devotees. What a spiritual army MAA
has! All of you out there were like spiritual war-
riors, bowing down to MAA, that song there, the
dance, the natak, everying was just amazing. It's
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so hard to follow all that just happened out
there, but we will share some inspiring stories
from my Guruji, his life, Paramhansa
Yogananda. I'm not sure if any of you have
heard of him. Paramhansa Yogananda has writ-
ten this spiritual classic autobiography and MAA
has lent this book to many of her devotees to
read. We will also talk about his devotees and
Shree Dayamataji, who was his foremost living
disciple until 2010 when she passed. She was
almost 97! And she was 17 years old when she
met Guruji, and Guruji used to take those young
disciples, some of them even younger than her
to picnics outdoors. They would eat together in
the wilderness, and pray and sometimes sing, it
was so easy for me to visualize Guruji being
with (Dayamata) Maa and the other younger
devotees similar to when you guys were outside
giving performances for pujya MAA.
Yogananda Goes To The Movies with Dis-
ciples

Once | remember Shree Dayamataji and a
few other disciples were with her, Guruji had
taken them out to see a movie and one of the
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senior nuns was reading the story later on and
she said at some point during the movie, “You
know the Indians and Cowboys are getting out
of hand, getting a little aggressive with their
fights.” Guruji passed on in 1952. So the movies
and everying was before 1952, this was that
era, you can imagine probably black and white.
So they were all sitting in the theater and the In-
dians and Cowboys were getting into some kind
of a real big fight, and just before they started
hitting each other, one of the older senior nuns
just closed her eyes and she did not want to see
all that fighting in there she knew, there was a
tap on her right knee and Shree Dayamataji was
sitting next to her and she just pointed her to
Guruji who was sitting next to them and he was
asking her, he was just pointing his finger, as if
saying, “You know you can'’t just shut your eyes,
you have to watch what's going on.” In other
words, she said later on that she was a little kid
then, but she said that, “it was as if he was tell-
ing me to not close my eyes to any fearsome
situation in life, face fear in the eye and it will
cease to trouble you.” This was one of his
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guotes that is written in the autobiography. She
said we thought we were having fun with Guruiji
and here he was teaching us the big lessons in
life, something as simple as that.

The Divine Sculpture Poem by Guruji

| wanted to share with you a prayer that
Guruji has written. It's very beautiful. The Divine
Sculpture by Paramhansa Yogananda. “He
prays to God and he says that every beat of my
heart be a new word in my endless love lyric to
thee/May every sound from my lips carry secret
vibrations of thy voice/Let my every thought be
bliss saturated with thy presence/may every act
of my will be impregnated with thy divine vitality/
ornament with thy grace and every concept, ev-
ery expression, every ambition/Oh divine sculp-
ture, chisel thou my life according to thy design.”
And in this very poem, after this prayer, he just
sums up the wishes of an ardent devotee who
just wants to reach first, who wants to ahead on
his path to God. And you know, brother
Anandamoy is another senior disciple of
Parmhansa Yogananda, a direct disciple from
his lifetime.
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Removing Everything That Doesn’t Look
Like An “Elephant”

He was once narrating the story with this
particular prayer and he said, “one needs to be
really great in order to pray to God and ask him
to chisel our life according to his design. Be-
cause what happens is once he starts chisel-
ing...” | will actually digress here and tell a funny
joke | once read. | believe it was the 101 EIl-
ephant Jokes Book or something like that. How
do you make an elephant from a block of
marble? | think you might have heard this. You
take the block of marble and take away every-
thing which does not look like an elephant out of
it, and you get an elephant. When he starts chis-
eling that design, that beautiful sculpture, it is al-
ready present in that block of marble. Only the
unwanted pieces need to be chiseled out. When
we pray Oh God, chisel thou my life, he starts
chiseling, he takes chunks and pieces, unneces-
sary and unwanted pieces that we have been
clinging onto. We all know we have a few things
we can do without, whether they are our behav-
ijors or sometimes with our temperament, we
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could do without those things. But we some-
times don’t want to let go of those things and he
said that when God starts chiseling those things,
what do we do? We, instead of being thankful
for our prayers being answered, say ouch that
hurt and start taking those fallen pieces of
marble off the ground and start clinging onto
them. In other words, we do not want to let go of
our problems, let go of our difficulties. Brother
Anandamoy was an outstanding disciple of
Guruji, he had been in Master’'s presence for
over 4.5 years and shared some wonderful sto-
ries of the time shared with Master.

Brother Anandamoy And The Ugly Bush

One of the ones that comes off the top of my
head is that once Guruiji, in the later years of his
life, he lived in seclusion, | think the last 2 years.
He intensely focused on his writing, and the
books he wanted to complete. He basically went
to a desert retreat, not even the monks knew
where he was, so no one could go there and
disturb him. Brother Anandamoy was out there
to do some construction and once he was work-
ing on somthing and Guruji was inside working
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on his writings. He saw a very ugly desert bush
there and he said you know Master passes
through (Guruji is what he used to call
Paramhansa Yogananda) here every day and he
has to put his eyes on this ugly little bush here
and he thought why don’t | just remove this bush
from here. | don’t want him to see this ugly
things here every day but Master wouldn’t allow
me to kill a plant like this. So he looked carefully
around him, checking if Master was anywhere to
be seen, and he wasn’'t, he was inside. So he
took his spade or shovel or whatever he had
with him and started hitting the bush, One more
stroke and the bush would have been dead. Be-
fore he put the last stroke in, there came Master
running out yelling, “is it dead or alive?” And he
said, “oh! How did he know?” And there Master
was, right behind him, asking him if the bush
was dead or alive, And he said, “I think it's
pretty dead.” “You hurt him,” Master said. And
brother Anandamoy said, “I felt so terrible, | felt
as if | had beaten a little kid.” But the point he
wanted to make with that story was that the love
he had for that little bush. And then he said, “if
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that's how much he loved that little bush, can
you imagine how much more he loves each one
of us?” That is the significance of a Guru, of
Prabhuiji, of Pujya MAA in our lives. They are not
great for no reason. They can love each of us
unconditionally, irrespective of what we are, how
we are, their love for us is always the same.
Brother Anandamoy And The Snake

Once while in the same desert retreat
brother Anandamoy was again working on con-
struction and someone came to him and said,
“Master is calling you on the other side of the
building. Come soon and bring a shovel with
you.” And brother Anandamoy ran to the other
side with a shovel in his hands where Master
was. There was a snake there and Master said,
“Just put that thing on the other side of the
fence, use the shovel.” It was a big snake, and
it's not that easy throwing a snake using a
shovel. So he tried once or twice, and the snake
was just running around. Master was still looking
at him. He just threw the shovel away and lifted
the snake with his bare hands and put it on the
other side of the fence. After narrating this story,
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brother Anandamoy said he was actually born in
Switzerland and he had just moved to the US.
He said, “I was new to the country, | did not
know much about America and its snakes,
which ones are poisonous or not. Believe me
when | say that picking up snakes with my bare
hands is not exactly my hobby.” But he did it re-
gardless because he knew that Master was with
him. So you see that devotion, more than devo-
tion is faith, faith in your Guru because he knew
he was with him. Master was with him, no mat-
ter what happened he would be taken care of. |
remember when he narrated this story and |
thought, “Oh God, if only | had such faith in my
Guru, knowing that he is with me always.” Know-
ing that no matter how many sankes come in
our life, either literal or figurative snakes, that no
matter how many problems come at us that we
will have the grace of our Guru with us. We don't
need any shovels or tools, we can just use our
bare hands to throw out the snake across the
fence. To me it was a beautiful story.

—
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