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Even when you imagine that some
external object has given you the happiness,
you are mistaken. What really happened is
that unconscicously the object brought you
back to your self for an instant, borrowed the
happiness and thus presentend to you (The
happines came as a shadow to you, why not
look to the source, to the self and realize it?)

Real happines abides in self~Knowledge
alone. All else is feeting.
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During my stay in India

My insights and reaffirmations of Pujya Maa

Shipra Amin

This year | had the opportunity to visit
India and experience the annual medical
camp that is held at Swargarohan. What
started out to be a trip with a specific aim
turned into a 7-month fantasy of experiencing
Pujya Maa in India. On a quick glance, the
past months seem like a dream that went by
in a flash, but in serious retrospect | know
that they were a blessing which have changed
my life.

First and foremost | must say that
Swargarohan played a vital role in my new
insight of P Maa. Having only been with P
Maa in North America and for the most part
only knowing Her through Satsangs, where
one comes has Darshan and then departs, or
through Shibirs and Yatras which were for a
limited time and followed a full schedule,
Swargarohan was quite different. Swarga-
rohan provided a physical space in which to




experience the spiritual, in which to awaken to
and appreciate P. Maa.

Who is P. Maa to you?

This question was posed at the youth
Shibir in Toronto and the responses varied
from friend to teacher to brother. | am sure
that if this question were to be asked to any
group of P Maa's devotees the answers
would vary to the same degree. The first time
when | was presented to the replies, | could
process them but | had never seen these
facets of P Maa. But in these past few
months, | had the opportunity to see P. Maa
take on many if not most of these roles. |
think that one of the greatest and unique
qualities of P Maa is Her ability to take on any
role or relation and fulfill it with utmost love
and compassion.

With the children she became a child,
playing, entertaining, often listening most
attentively to their stories and adventures.
With the youth P. Maa was someone with
whom they could discuss any topic or
problem, someone who would laugh with
them and advise them on their future. With
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the elders P Maa was someone who would
listen when no one else would. She is the one
entity whom everyone can candidly discuss all
aspects of one’s life without hesitation or fear.

P. Maa takes on the role that is reflected
by the devotee. If | go to P Maa in a playful
mood laughing and carefree, she will respond
as a friend, but if | need guidance or advise
she will be present as a Guru. Whether P
Maa is teacher, guru, counselor or Mother,
she always listens attentively with love and
without judgment. It's this divine love that
draws Her children.

Do as She says.

One of the most difficult things to do is to
abide by what ones, Guru has prescribed.
Even though following through on P Maa’s
words at times is not easy, it will save one
much pain in the long run.

P. Maa always tells the truth, it's up to us
to accept what she gives and apply it. Initially
it may be difficult to hear words that are
contrary to what you want to hear, but they
will save you. Many devotees have had
personal experience of the repercussions of
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not following P Maa’s advice and | am sure
that they will be the first to tell you that she is
never wrong. '

Through  personal  experience  and
observing others with P Maa | know that she
would not steer someone in the wrong
direction. Though we may not understand the
reasons behind Her decisions and sometimes
they may even be difficult to accept we have
to remind ourselves of who P Maa is and
what She represents to us. We have to tap
into whatever faith we have and trust in the
Divine. | can guarantee that with time
everything will come into focus and one will
be ever grateful to P Maa for guiding one
down the right path.

Maa is Always With You

This is something that | have heard many
many many times, but perhaps didn't
completely believe or sometimes forgot. In
Swargarohan | had the chance to be present
for many conversation between P. Maa and
other devotees and just by listening | realized
that P Maa is truly, always with Her children.

Hearing of all the near death experiences
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and the manner in which the devotees
survived and how P Maa gave, not only them
but also their families, the strength to stay
standing in those trying times reinforces this
fact. Being told of all the miracles that
occurred the night 14 devotees were in a car
accident while traveling from Shirdi to
Mumbai proves of P Maa’s presence at that
place and time.

She has this uncanny ability to provide
answers before the questions are even
posed. Many times P Maa has responded to
thoughts which | had weeks or months
before. She knows of intimate details which
haven’t been informed to anyone else. It's as
though She is present for and aware of each
thought, action and emotion and records
every one of them!

Seeing P Maa be there for all Her children
truly reinforced the idea that She is always
with us. | realize now how true those words
are. P Maa has been there through the
laughter and the tears, through each victory
and defeat, through exams, through lonely
days, even through all the moments when |
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forgot Her and all the while not only was She
protecting me but also giving me the strength
to move forward. There were times when |
thought that P Maa wasn't there, that She
wasn't standing by me, but | now know that |
just didn’t silence myself enough to feel Her
presence.

These were just some of the insights and
reaffirmations that came to me during my stay
in India. Despite the fact that much of this
came vicariously by observing P Maa interact
with others and through conversation with
devotees, it has undeniably left an impact on
me. | can honestly say that my faith has been
strengthened and that | have awakened to
even more facets of P Maa's being. It's
difficult to put into words everything that |
have come across or felt, how does one
capture the depth and breadth of the Divine?
It's something that is best experienced. If
anyone has the chance to go to Swargarohan
to spend time with P Maa then don’t hesitate,
go experience the environment, the devotees
and most of all P Maa. If you open yourself
and silence yourself you will feel the Divine!

e Jsast
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A thrilling experienee!

e ——————————
Jagrat P. Jni
Thank you Maa.

(It was an experience of love and faith for
your guru in the programme of Guru Purnima.
It was a tremendous experience This was a
part of devotion towards Prabhu and Maa.
The greatest thing to see was that everyone
was in the act. When Prabhu’s Paduka were
uplited and were taken for Pradakshina of
Swargarohan; | did give chance to others to
carry the Palkhi, but the heart was not satis
fied. It is the grace of Prabhu & Maa that I'm
finding myself capable of carrying Palkhi on
my shoulders, because | thought that Prabhu
is sitting on my shoulders and | did not want
Prabhu to get down. But finally he is not all of
my alone but he belongs to all his other
children too.

Maa when | sit in the Prathnakhand | feel
that Prabhu’s swaroop sitting on a chair is
standing and coming towards me and saying
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that you are my kid and | want to see you as
a good human. This picture | can see with my
naked eyes! what a wonder!

Maa, | would also like to thank Nishaben
for she had changed the manner of my
thinking. Once | told her to sing an English
song but she refused and told that her heart
feels guilty singing ther song in Swargarohan.
Those words are still pinching me and poke
my heart like a needle. Now | will not sing any
Film related songs in Swargarohan. Now |
really respect Nishaben that she has the
understanding that | didh't have and she

made me understad.
| = |

u. Y. W uAudl surd wudl 2@ .

Yoy, W yaudl fAweiz-2003 €l widul
wARstell oA wdl el 9. Avildl s oMgR
515U Y [SvEllell SIHRSY dlgsiell BURW dUHAL
A €—9—03 « ., d uldl sidsH ww (Mlad
idl «dl. 4y W o2l 9 A [arudl eurd 2R
YHIRALAL 89, Adll lels UHSLAL Y2l U TiHL
wH 2L sveudlst el — dl

lasenr : 2002 e

W5 AHLAS g™ |

Y &ty : onopd [aeisle onedl
gL : d=il

VY 5ULY] W,

Ayl seisnul o widqeid ad A YRl
ARUAA YU B el 6l A YR ov v, o
M sSUA Y. M A Y, 9pid YA @il
MBI Gl AN sl wst Dell WA cd A3 ¢dl 3 3
A 6L W2 GdL Y. IR Ul WEHAAA oaid
rplAgedl yelon w2 Gusani wud AR § 3
wavll Gasaid s oflozild wpl B, Uiq A«tefl
MR Beded AN & L 2R, Y. Wyl 5w AL sval
54 WAL UeUBl GUR Y, 9iadl wgsiel Gusa
Uidiet wAl, s 3 W Rd 3y oppia e wal
YL GUR [Hasviid B A @A R AN W3 wey
Guel llA Gdzal Be <l udq ¥ A fa] 3 Awi
BlSL 6 ML BLsclell B ! Al GU Adell oflon oUSLeL
(selletl) w512 wpL !

&, Wl visHi oz § Sy B AR e EEIENTH
[h2seq uoj 2a3u Gloj wda wdl WA vuad e Mg
€. 4 ol 3 sl @] BT 4 WA ouns B W § dAn
AU B Cleldl oAl %D 9. 1 gy W gaxuﬂ

|




<0 TR
Glendl wi% S ug 9! 2 g wumd!

QL UR (A YRl UM HAd) SRS 51361
5 A Wil e vald or oieeud] «ivil. SAsaiz §
A 516 e o4 ouel sef. AR s&] 3 A R A
old oA 2alAueiHl Ut A Ad &ed 56 vy 54
WAL Gl AUHA V. 2l Wbl ¢ L Al oy
Wl el Glsl v AUl 53 8. (Hddel 3wl
REAUL SlAUD ot B) A A udl 519 wol e
AN dd lld aplAvrinl «ls oub A A asfl s,
Alasied YA HA VR o Wi 8 T WAHL oY Yuor o
¢dl A& AetiHl ol et A AR HA GUd s,

o)

Happy X’mas and Auspicious
New Year to Everyone

X'mas is fast approaching and the
New Year 2003 will Commence soon.
We wish happy x'mas and auspicious
New Year to everyone. May God bless
every soul on earth and lead to Path
Divine.

BHAVNAGAR-5-12-2002 — Editor
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